
2019 EHS Summer Reading Options 

Incoming Grade 10 

If you liked the book club book A Long Way Home by Saroo Brierly, 

you might want to try… 

     Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline 

Between 1854 and 1929, so-called orphan trains ran regularly from the cities of the East Coast to the 

farmlands of the Midwest, carrying thousands of abandoned children whose fates would be determined 

by luck or chance. Would they be adopted by a kind and loving family, or would they face a childhood 

and adolescence of hard labor and servitude? 

     A Long Walk to Water: Based on a True Story by Linda Sue Park 

The New York Times bestseller A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told in alternating sections, 

about two eleven-year-olds in Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water 

from a pond that is two hours’ walk from her home: she makes two trips to the pond every day. The 

boy, Salva, becomes one of the “lost boys” of Sudan, refugees who cover the African continent on foot 

as they search for their families and for a safe place to stay. Enduring every hardship from loneliness to 

attack by armed rebels to contact with killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes 

on to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving way. 

If you liked the book club book As Easy as falling off the face of the 

Earth by Lynne Rae Perkins 

you might want to try… 

      All Alone in the Universe by Lynne Rae Perkins 

"Before last summer Maureen and I were best friends....At least I think we were. I don't know what 

happened exactly. As some people who get hit by trucks sometimes say, 'I didn't see anything coming.'" 

When her best friend since the third grade starts acting as though Debbie doesn't exist, Debbie finds out 

the hard way that life can be a lonesome place. But in the end the heroine of this wryly funny coming-of-

age story--a girl who lives in a house covered with stuff that is supposed to look like bricks but is just a 

fake brick pattern--discovers that even the hourly tragedies of junior high school can have silver linings, 

just as a house covered with Insul-Brick can protect a real home. This first novel shines--fun, engrossing, 

bittersweet, and wonderfully unpredictable. 

      Criss Cross by Lynne Rae Perkins 

Debbie is wishing something would happen. Something good. To her. Soon. In the meantime, Debbie 

loses a necklace and finds a necklace (and boy does the necklace have a story to tell), she goes jeans 

shopping with her mother (an accomplishment in diplomacy), she learns to drive shift in a truck 



(illegally), she saves a life (directly connected to being able to drive, thus proving something), she takes a 

bus ride to another town (in order to understand what it feels like to be from "elsewhere"), she meets a 

boy (who truly is from "elsewhere"), but mostly she hangs out with her friends: Patty, Hector, Lenny, 

and Phil. Their paths cross. Their stories crisscross. And in Lynne Rae Perkins's remarkable book, a girl 

and her wish grow up. Illustrated throughout with black–and–white pictures, comics, and photographs 

by the author. 

If you liked the book club book Big Fish by Daniel Wallace, 

you might like to try… 

     Extraordinary Adventures: A Novel by Daniel Wallace        

Edsel Bronfman works as a junior executive shipping clerk for an importer of Korean flatware. He lives in 

a seedy neighborhood and spends his free time with his spirited mother. Things happen to other people, 

and Bronfman knows it. Until, that is, he gets a call from operator 61217 telling him that he’s won a free 

weekend at a beachfront condo in Destin, Florida. But there’s a catch: the offer is intended for a couple, 

and Bronfman has only seventy-nine days to find someone to take with him. 

The phone call jolts Bronfman into motion, initiating a series of truly extraordinary adventures as he sets 

out to find a companion for his weekend getaway. Open at last to the possibilities of life, Bronfman now 

believes that anything can happen. And it does. 

     The Watermelon King by Daniel Wallace 

After the death of his grandfather, Thomas Rider heads for Ashland, Alabama, to uncover the truth 

about his parents, discovering a bizarre place whose fate is intertwined with that of their watermelon 

crop as well as the mysteries of his own identity. 

If you liked the book club book Jane Unlimited by Kristin Cashore, 

you might want to try… 

     Graceling by Kristin Cashore 

 Graceling tells the story of the vulnerable-yet-strong Katsa, who is smart and beautiful and lives in the 

Seven Kingdoms where selected people are born with a Grace, a special talent that can be anything at 

all. Katsa’s Grace is killing. As the king’s niece, she is forced to use her extreme skills as his brutal 

enforcer. Until the day she meets Prince Po, who is Graced with combat skills, and Katsa’s life begins to 

change. She never expects to become Po’s friend. She never expects to learn a new truth about her own 

Grace—or about a terrible secret that lies hidden far away . . . a secret that could destroy all seven 

kingdoms with words alone. 

    The Girls Made of Snow and Glass by Melissa Bashardoust 

Frozen meets The Bloody Chamber in this feminist fantasy reimagining of the Snow White fairytale. 

At sixteen, Mina's mother is dead, her magician father is vicious, and her silent heart has never beat 

with love for anyone has never beat at all, in fact, but she’d always thought that fact normal. She never 



guessed that her father cut out her heart and replaced it with one of glass. When she moves to 

Whitespring Castle and sees its king for the first time, Mina forms a plan: win the kings heart with her 

beauty, become queen, and finally know love. The only catch is that she’ll have to become a 

stepmother. 

If you liked the book club book The Time Traveler’s Wife by Audrey 

Niffenegger, 

you might want to try… 

      Her Fearful Symmetry  by Audrey Niffenegger 

When Elspeth Noblin dies of cancer, she leaves her London apartment to her twin nieces, Julia and 

Valentina. These two American girls never met their English aunt, only knew that their mother, too, was 

a twin, and Elspeth her sister. Julia and Valentina are semi-normal American teenagers--with seemingly 

little interest in college, finding jobs, or anything outside their cozy home in the suburbs of Chicago, and 

with an abnormally intense attachment to one another. 

The girls move to Elspeth's flat, which borders Highgate Cemetery in London. They come to know the 

building's other residents. There is Martin, a brilliant and charming crossword puzzle setter suffering 

from crippling Obsessive Compulsive Disorder; Marjike, Martin's devoted but trapped wife; and Robert, 

Elspeth's elusive lover, a scholar of the cemetery. As the girls become embroiled in the fraying lives of 

their aunt's neighbors, they also discover that much is still alive in Highgate, including--perhaps--their 

aunt, who can't seem to leave her old apartment and life behind. 

    Time Travelling with a Hamster by Ross Welford 

 My dad died twice. Once when he was thirty nine and again four years later when he was twelve. 

The first time had nothing to do with me. The second time definitely did, but I would never even have 

been there if it hadn’t been for his ‘time machine’…” 

When Al Chaudhury discovers his late dad’s time machine, he finds that going back to the 1980s requires 

daring and imagination. It also requires lies, theft, burglary, and setting his school on fire. All without 

losing his pet hamster, Alan Shearer. 

If you liked the book club book American Street by Ibi Zoboi, 

you might want to try… 

    Pride by Ibi Zoboi 

Zuri Benitez has pride. Brooklyn pride, family pride, and pride in her Afro-Latino roots. But pride might 

not be enough to save her rapidly gentrifying neighborhood from becoming unrecognizable. 

When the wealthy Darcy family moves in across the street, Zuri wants nothing to do with their two 

teenage sons, even as her older sister, Janae, starts to fall for the charming Ainsley. She especially can’t 

stand the judgmental and arrogant Darius. Yet as Zuri and Darius are forced to find common ground, 

their initial dislike shifts into an unexpected understanding. 



But with four wild sisters pulling her in different directions, cute boy Warren vying for her attention, and 

college applications hovering on the horizon, Zuri fights to find her place in Bushwick’s changing 

landscape, or lose it all. 

    The Sun is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon 

Natasha: I’m a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. Not destiny. Or dreams that will never 

come true. I’m definitely not the kind of girl who meets a cute boy on a crowded New York City street 

and falls in love with him. Not when my family is twelve hours away from being deported to Jamaica. 

Falling in love with him won’t be my story. 

Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good student, living up to my parents’ high expectations. 

Never the poet. Or the dreamer. But when I see her, I forget about all that. Something about Natasha 

makes me think that fate has something much more extraordinary in store—for both of us. 

The Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this single moment. A million futures lie 

before us. Which one will come true? 

If you liked the book club book The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-Time by Mark Haddon, 

you might want to try… 

     Look Me in the Eye: My Life with Asperger’s by John Elder Robison 

Ever since he was small, John Robison had longed to connect with other people, but by the time he was 

a teenager, his odd habits—an inclination to blurt out non sequiturs, avoid eye contact, dismantle 

radios, and dig five-foot holes (and stick his younger brother in them)—had earned him the label “social 

deviant.” No guidance came from his mother, who conversed with light fixtures, or his father, who spent 

evenings pickling himself in sherry. It was no wonder he gravitated to machines, which could, at least, be 

counted on. 

After fleeing his parents and dropping out of high school, his savant-like ability to visualize electronic 

circuits landed him a gig with KISS, for whom he created their legendary fire-breathing guitars. Later, he 

drifted into a “real” job, as an engineer for a major toy company. But the higher Robison rose in the 

company, the more he had to pretend to be “normal” and do what he simply couldn’t: communicate. It 

wasn’t worth the paycheck. 

It was not until he was forty that an insightful therapist told him he had the form of autism called 

Asperger’s syndrome. That understanding transformed the way Robison saw himself—and the world. 

    Asperger Sunset by Carol Shay Hornung 

Diagnosis: Asperger's syndrome. Symptoms often only apparent when under stress. Witnessing a 

murder qualifies as stress. Russ Dante—math teacher, older brother, hobby artist—has a passion for 

sunsets and finds comfort in his ritual of capturing the striking colors in his sketchbook with oil pastels. 

That changes one August evening on a secluded park hilltop when—instead of the sunset he came to 

sketch—he sees a murder. Before the smoky-blue of twilight falls, Russ is running for his life... 

 



There’s a lot of nonfiction written about Asperger syndrome, but very little fiction. In Asperger Sunset, 

Russ has to deal with the twin challenges of solving a murder and learning more about Asperger’s 

syndrome, the diagnosis that finally explains the quirks and challenges he’s lived with all of his life. 

While Russ provides the Aspie take on the world, his sister, Misty, reflects the neurotypical. Readers are 

able to experience both worlds, and, ideally, will come away with a better idea of how each side thinks. 

If you liked the book club book How it went down by Kekla Magoon 

you might want to try… 

      37 Things I Love (In no particular order) by Kekla Magoon 

Ellis only has four days of her sophomore year left, and summer is so close that she can almost taste it. 

But even with vacation just within reach, Ellis isn’t exactly relaxed. Her father has been in a coma for 

years, the result of a construction accident, and her already-fragile relationship with her mother is 

strained over whether or not to remove him from life support. Her best friend fails even to notice that 

anything is wrong and Ellis feels like her world is falling apart. But when all seems bleak, Ellis finds 

comfort in the most unexpected places.  

Life goes on, but in those four fleeting days friends are lost and found, promises are made, and Ellis 

realizes that nothing will ever quite be the same. 

     Dear Martin by Nic Stone 

Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor student, and always there to help a friend—but none of that 

matters to the police officer who just put him in handcuffs. Despite leaving his rough neighborhood 

behind, he can't escape the scorn of his former peers or the ridicule of his new classmates. 

Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for answers. But do they hold up anymore? 

He starts a journal to Dr. King to find out. 

Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best friend, Manny, windows rolled down, music 

turned up—way up, sparking the fury of a white off-duty cop beside them. Words fly. Shots are fired. 

Justyce and Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the media fallout, it's Justyce who is under attack. 

 

If you liked the book club book When You Were Mine by Rebecca Serle 

you might want to try… 

     The Dinner List by Rebecca Serle 

We’ve been waiting for an hour. That’s what Audrey says. She states it with a little bit of an edge, her 

words just bordering on cursive. That’s the thing I think first. Not: Audrey Hepburn is at my birthday 

dinner, but Audrey Hepburn is annoyed. 

 

At one point or another, we’ve all been asked to name five people, living or dead, with whom we’d like 

to have dinner. Why do we choose the people we do? And what if that dinner was to actually happen? 

These are the questions Rebecca Serle contends within her utterly captivating novel, The Dinner List, a 



story imbued with the same delightful magical realism as One Day, and the life-changing romance of Me 

Before You. 

When Sabrina arrives at her thirtieth birthday dinner she finds at the table not just her best friend, but 

also three significant people from her past, and well, Audrey Hepburn. As the appetizers are served, 

wine poured, and dinner table conversation begins, it becomes clear that there’s a reason these six 

people have been gathered together. 

Delicious but never indulgent, sweet with just the right amount of bitter, The Dinner List is a romance 

for our times. Bon appetit. 

     The Edge of Falling by Rebecca Serle 

Growing up in privileged, Manhattan social circles, Caggie’s life should be perfect, and it almost was 

until the day that her younger sister drowned when Caggie was supposed to be watching her. Stricken 

by grief, Caggie pulls away from her friends and family, only to have everyone misinterpret a crucial 

moment when she supposedly saves a fellow classmate from suicide. Now she’s famous for something 

she didn’t do and everyone lauds her as a hero. But inside she still blames herself for the death of her 

sister and continues to pull away from everything in her life, best friend and perfect boyfriend included. 

Then Caggie meets Astor, the new boy at school, about whom rumours are swirling and known facts are 

few. In Astor she finds someone who just might understand her pain, because he has an inner pain of his 

own. But the more Caggie pulls away from her former life to be with Astor, the more she realises that 

his pain might be darker, and deeper, than anything she’s ever felt. His pain might be enough to end his 

life…and Caggie’s as well. 

If you liked the book club book All American Boys by Brendan Kiely and Jason 

Reynolds 

you might want to try… 

     The Boy in the Black Suit by Jason Reynolds 

Just when seventeen-year-old Matt thinks he can’t handle one more piece of terrible news, he meets a 

girl who’s dealt with a lot more—and who just might be able to clue him in on how to rise up when life 

keeps knocking him down—in this wry, gritty novel from the author of When I Was the Greatest. 

Matt wears a black suit every day. No, not because his mom died—although she did, and it sucks. But he 

wears the suit for his gig at the local funeral home, which pays way better than the Cluck Bucket, and he 

needs the income since his dad can’t handle the bills (or anything, really) on his own. So while Dad’s 

snagging bottles of whiskey, Matt’s snagging fifteen bucks an hour. Not bad. But everything else? Not 

good. Then Matt meets Lovey. She’s got a crazy name, and she’s been through more crazy than he can 

imagine. Yet Lovey never cries. She’s tough. Really tough. Tough in the way Matt wishes he could be. 

Which is maybe why he’s drawn to her, and definitely why he can’t seem to shake her. Because there’s 

nothing more hopeful than finding a person who understands your loneliness—and who can maybe 

even help take it away. 

 

 



     When I Was the Greatest by Jason Reynolds 

In Bed Stuy, New York, a small misunderstanding can escalate into having a price on your head—even if 

you’re totally clean. This gritty, triumphant debut captures the heart and the hardship of life for an 

urban teen. 

A lot of the stuff that gives my neighborhood a bad name, I don’t really mess with. The guns and drugs 

and all that, not really my thing. Nah, not his thing. Ali’s got enough going on, between school and 

boxing and helping out at home. His best friend Noodles, though. Now there’s a dude looking for 

trouble—and, somehow, it’s always Ali around to pick up the pieces. But, hey, a guy’s gotta look out for 

his boys, right? Besides, it’s all small potatoes; it’s not like anyone’s getting hurt. 

And then there’s Needles. Needles is Noodles’s brother. He’s got a syndrome, and gets these ticks and 

blurts out the wildest, craziest things. It’s cool, though: everyone on their street knows he doesn’t mean 

anything by it. Yeah, it’s cool…until Ali and Noodles and Needles find themselves somewhere they never 

expected to be…somewhere they never should've been—where the people aren't so friendly, and even 

less forgiving. 

If you liked the book club book Far From the Tree by Robin Benway, 

you might want to try… 

     Emmy and Oliver by Robin Benway 

Emmy just wants to be in charge of her own life. 

She wants to stay out late, surf her favorite beach—go anywhere without her parents’ relentless 

worrying. But Emmy’s parents can’t seem to let her grow up—not since the day Oliver disappeared. 

Oliver needs a moment to figure out his heart. 

He’d thought, all these years, that his dad was the good guy. He never knew that it was his father who 

kidnapped him and kept him on the run. Discovering it, and finding himself returned to his old 

hometown, all at once, has his heart racing and his thoughts swirling. 

Emmy and Oliver were going to be best friends forever, or maybe even more, before their futures were 

ripped apart. In Emmy’s soul, despite the space and time between them, their connection has never 

been severed. But is their story still written in the stars? Or are their hearts like the pieces of two 

different puzzles—impossible to fit together? 

Readers who love Sarah Dessen will tear through these pages with hearts in throats as Emmy and Oliver 

struggle to face the messy, confusing consequences of Oliver’s father’s crime. Full of romance, coming-

of-age emotion, and heartache, these two equally compelling characters create an unforgettable story. 

      Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate 

Memphis, 1939. Twelve-year-old Rill Foss and her four younger siblings live a magical life aboard their 

family’s Mississippi River shantyboat. But when their father must rush their mother to the hospital one 

stormy night, Rill is left in charge—until strangers arrive in force. Wrenched from all that is familiar and 

thrown into a Tennessee Children’s Home Society orphanage, the Foss children are assured that they 

will soon be returned to their parents—but they quickly realize the dark truth. At the mercy of the 



facility’s cruel director, Rill fights to keep her sisters and brother together in a world of danger and 

uncertainty. 

 

Aiken, South Carolina, present day. Born into wealth and privilege, Avery Stafford seems to have it all: a 

successful career as a federal prosecutor, a handsome fiancé, and a lavish wedding on the horizon. But 

when Avery returns home to help her father weather a health crisis, a chance encounter leaves her with 

uncomfortable questions and compels her to take a journey through her family’s long-hidden history, on 

a path that will ultimately lead either to devastation or to redemption. 

 

Based on one of America’s most notorious real-life scandals—in which Georgia Tann, director of a 

Memphis-based adoption organization, kidnapped and sold poor children to wealthy families all over 

the country—Lisa Wingate’s riveting, wrenching, and ultimately uplifting tale reminds us how, even 

though the paths we take can lead to many places, the heart never forgets where we belong. 

If you liked the book club book Teeth by Hannah Moskowitz, 

you might want to try… 

     Salt by Hannah Moskowitz 

Even though their parents disappeared during a hunt three months ago, seventeen-year-old Indi and his 

siblings, Beleza, Oscar, and Zulu, continue to roam the Mediterranean on their sailboat and hunt down 

monsters-but Indi yearns for a more settled life for his family, and he hopes that his parents' journal 

with its tantalizing hints of a treasure, will provide them all with the means of escape from their 

nomadic and dangerous life before it is too late.   

     Marco Impossible by Hannah Moskowitz 

Best friends Stephen and Marco know a thing or two about impossible missions. It's thanks to them that 

cell phone thieves at school are apprehended, lost puppies are returned, and gym uniforms are lent out 

to the forgetful thirteen-year-old masses. 

 

When Marco finds out that Benji - the dream exchange student on whom he has a crush - and his band 

are playing at the high schoolprom, he enlists Stephen's help to crash prom and get Marco onstage to 

profess his love. But as most veteran operatives know, not all heists run smoothly. Stephen is sick of 

Marco calling the shots 99.97 percent of the time, and he's especially sick of being the sidekick. 

 

On top of it all, Marco and Stephen need to act fast - before Benji goes back to England at the end of the 

school year. Even though these boys are experts in espionage, it's going to take a mission impossible to 

pull this maneuver off. 

If you liked the book club book Romeo and Juliet by Gareth Hinds (Graphic 

Classics), 

you might want to try… 

     Macbeth by Gareth Hinds (Graphic Classics) 



Set against the moody backdrop of eleventh-century Scotland, Gareth Hinds’s captivating, richly 

illustrated interpretation takes readers into the claustrophobic mind of a man driven mad by ambition. 

An evil seed takes root in the mind of Macbeth, a general in the king’s army, when three witches tell him 

he will one day be king. At the urging of his wife, he resolves to take the throne by the most direct path: 

a dagger in the heart of King Duncan. But "blood will have blood," and when others grow suspicious of 

his sudden rise to power, is Macbeth prepared to commit more murders to keep the crown? 

          Outlaw: The Legend of Robin Hood by Tony Lee 

Prince John is getting fat and wealthy on blood money while the king fights in Jerusalem. When Robin of 

Loxley returns home from the Crusades, he soon discovers that things are not as they should be. The 

sheriff now governs Nottingham with an iron fist.  

 

In the haunted heart of Sherwood Forest, Robin devises a heroic plan. He will disguise himself and 

become an outlaw. With the help of his men and the beautiful Maid Marian, he will see that justice is 

done for the people. But there are traitors in his camp, and it is not long before a hefty price is levied on 

Robin Hood's head… . 

If you liked the book club book The House on Mango Street by Sandra 

Cisneros, 

you might want to try… 

     Carmelo by Sandra Cisneros 

Every year, Ceyala "Lala" Reyes' family--aunts, uncles, mothers, fathers, and Lala's six older brothers--

packs up three cars and, in a wild ride, drive from Chicago to the Little Grandfather and Awful 

Grandmother's house in Mexico City for the summer. Struggling to find a voice above the boom of her 

brothers and to understand her place on this side of the border and that, Lala is a shrewd observer of 

family life. But when she starts telling the Awful Grandmother's life story, seeking clues to how she got 

to be so awful, grandmother accuses Lala of exaggerating. Soon, a multigenerational family narrative 

turns into a whirlwind exploration of storytelling, lies, and life. Like the cherished rebozo, or shawl, that 

has been passed down through generations of Reyes women, Caramelo is alive with the vibrations of 

history, family, and love. 

     How the Garcia Girls Lost their Accents by Julia Alvarez 

Acclaimed writer Julia Alvarez’s beloved first novel gives voice to four sisters as they grow up in two 

cultures. The García sisters--Carla, Sandra, Yolanda, and Sofía--and their family must flee their home in 

the Dominican Republic after their father’s role in an attempt to overthrow brutal dictator Rafael Trujillo 

is discovered. They arrive in New York City in 1960 to a life far removed from their existence in the 

Caribbean. In the wondrous but not always welcoming U.S.A., their parents try to hold on to their old 

ways as the girls try find new lives: by straightening their hair and wearing American fashions, and by 

forgetting their Spanish. For them, it is at once liberating and excruciating to be caught between the old 

world and the new. Here they tell their stories about being at home--and not at home--in America. 

 



2019 EHS Summer Reading Options 

Incoming Grade 11 

If you liked the book club book The Help by Kathryn Stockett, 

you might want to try… 

     Shorty by William Bramlett 

Johnny Cook is eight-years-old. It’s 1933. His father’s death leaves Johnny with his siblings and mother 

to survive on a small farm four years into the Great Depression. Grandpa Eddie asks a black man to help 

the white family. But Johnny does not want anything to do with black people, already entrenched 

strongly in his prejudice, a product of his environment. The young boy’s sense of justice and fairness 

grows with him into manhood as Shorty teaches him through life lessons. Johnny tells the story in his 

words as a transformation takes place in his life. Retold from true accounts, the stories of Johnny and 

Shorty center around the racial divide in 1930s rural Mississippi to capture how a single black man’s 

difficult life journey changes a poor white family’s view of discrimination forever. Humorous, uplifting 

and brutally realistic, Shorty will create in the reader a desire to reflect on their own approach to fellow 

human beings. 

     Nickel and Dimed by Barbara Ehrenreich 

Millions of Americans work full time, year round, for poverty-level wages. In 1998, Barbara Ehrenreich 

decided to join them. She was inspired in part by the rhetoric surrounding welfare reform, which 

promised that a job - any job - can be the ticket to a better life. But how does anyone survive, let alone 

prosper, on $6 an hour? To find out, Ehrenreich left her home, took the cheapest lodgings she could 

find, and accepted whatever jobs she was offered. Moving from Florida to Maine to Minnesota, she 

worked as a waitress, a hotel maid, a cleaning woman, a nursing-home aide, and a Wal-Mart sales clerk. 

She lived in trailer parks and crumbling residential motels. Very quickly, she discovered that no job is 

truly "unskilled," that even the lowliest occupations require exhausting mental and muscular effort. She 

also learned that one job is not enough; you need at least two if you want to live indoors. 

Nickel and Dimed reveals low-rent America in all its tenacity, anxiety, and surprising generosity - a land 

of Big Boxes, fast food, and a thousand desperate stratagems for survival. Read it for the smoldering 

clarity of Ehrenreich's perspective and for a rare view of how "prosperity" looks from the bottom. You 

will never see anything - from a motel bathroom to a restaurant meal - in quite the same way again. 

If you liked the book club book The Power of One by Bryce Courtenay, 

you might want to try… 

     Four Fires by Bryce Courtenay    

In a small town like any other small town around Australia live the Maloneys. They are a fifth-generation 

Australian family of Irish Catholic descent who are struggling to reach the first run of the social ladder. 



The Maloneys are a family you won't forget: a strong mother, a father broken by war, three boys and 

two girls, one of whom has an illegitimate daughter. Each of their lives is changed forever by the four 

fires – passion, religion, warfare and fire itself. 

Four Fire is unashamedly a story of the power of love and the triumph of the human spirit against the 

odds. 

     Tandia by Bryce Courtenay 

Tandia sat waiting anxiously for the fight to begin between the man she loved the most in the world and 

the man she hated the most in the world. 

Tandia is a child of Africa: half Indian, half African, beautiful and intelligent, she is only sixteen when she 

is first brutalised by the police. Her fear of the white man leads her to join the black resistance 

movement, where she trains as a terrorist. 

With her in the fight for justice is the one white man Tandia can trust, the welterweight champion of the 

world, Peekay. Now he must fight their common enemy in order to save both their lives. 

If you liked the book club book The Lines We Cross by Randa Abdel-Fattah, 

you might want to try… 

     Does My Head Look Big in This? By Randa Abdel-Fattah 

Sixteen-year-old Amal makes the decision to start wearing the hijab full-time and everyone has a 

reaction. Her parents, her teachers, her friends, people on the street. But she stands by her decision to 

embrace her faith and all that it is, even if it does make her a little different from everyone else. 

 

Can she handle the taunts of "towel head," the prejudice of her classmates, and still attract the cutest 

boy in school? Brilliantly funny and poignant, Randa Abdel-Fattah's debut novel will strike a chord in all 

teenage readers, no matter what their beliefs. 

     When Michael Met Mina by Randa Abdel-Fattah 

When Michael meets Mina, they are at a rally for refugees - standing on opposite sides. 

Mina fled Afghanistan with her mother via a refugee camp, a leaky boat and a detention centre. 

Michael's parents have founded a new political party called Aussie Values. 

They want to stop the boats.  

Mina wants to stop the hate. 

When Mina wins a scholarship to Michael's private school, their lives crash together blindingly. 

A novel for anyone who wants to fight for love, and against injustice. 

If you liked the book club book The Girl Who Fell From the Sky by Heidi W. 

Durrow, 

you might want to try… 



     Annie John by Jamaica Kincaid 

Annie John is a haunting and provocative story of a young girl growing up on the island of Antigua. A 

classic coming-of-age story in the tradition of The Catcher in the Rye and A Portrait of the Artist as a 

Young Man, Kincaid's novel focuses on a universal, tragic, and often comic theme: the loss of childhood. 

 

An adored only child, Annie has until recently lived an idyllic life. She is inseparable from her beautiful 

mother, a powerful presence, who is the very center of the little girl's existence. Loved and cherished, 

Annie grows and thrives within her mother's benign shadow. Looking back on her childhood, she 

reflects, "It was in such a paradise that I lived." When she turns twelve, however, Annie's life changes, in 

ways that are often mysterious to her. She begins to question the cultural assumptions of her island 

world; at school she instinctively rebels against authority; and most frighteningly, her mother, seeing 

Annie as a "young lady," ceases to be the source of unconditional adoration and takes on the new and 

unfamiliar guise of adversary. At the end of her school years, Annie decides to leave Antigua and her 

family, but not without a measure of sorrow, especially for the mother she once knew and never ceases 

to mourn. "For I could not be sure," she reflects, "whether for the rest of my life I would be able to tell 

when it was really my mother and when it was really her shadow standing between me and the rest of 

the world." 

         The Kitchen House by Kathleen Grissom 

When a white servant girl violates the order of plantation society, she unleashes a tragedy that exposes 

the worst and best in the people she has come to call her family. Orphaned while onboard ship from 

Ireland, seven-year-old Lavinia arrives on the steps of a tobacco plantation where she is to live and work 

with the slaves of the kitchen house. Under the care of Belle, the master's illegitimate daughter, Lavinia 

becomes deeply bonded to her adopted family, though she is set apart from them by her white skin.  

 

Eventually, Lavinia is accepted into the world of the big house, where the master is absent and the 

mistress battles opium addiction. Lavinia finds herself perilously straddling two very different worlds. 

When she is forced to make a choice, loyalties are brought into question, dangerous truths are laid bare, 

and lives are put at risk. 

If you liked the book club book Monster by Walter Dean Myers, 

you might want to try… 

   Shooter by Walter Dean Myers  

"Questions of guilt and innocence drive the plot and stay with the reader," said Hazel Rochman in a 

starred Booklist review. "Highly readable." 

 

"A haunting story that uncovers the pain of several high school students," according to Teenreads.com. 

"It explores the tragedies of school violence and how the result of bullying can go to the most dramatic 

extreme. Myers has a gift for expressing the voices of his characters. Shooter is not a light read, but it 

will leave you reeling." 

 



     Lockdown by Walter Dean Myers 

When I first got to Progress, it freaked me out to be locked in a room and unable to get out. But after a 

while, when you got to thinking about it, you knew nobody could get in, either. 

 

It seems as if the only progress that's going on at Progress juvenile facility is moving from juvy jail to real 

jail. Reese wants out early, but is he supposed to just sit back and let his friend Toon get jumped? Then 

Reese gets a second chance when he's picked for the work program at a senior citizens' home. He 

doesn't mean to keep messing up, but it's not so easy, at Progress or in life. One of the residents, Mr. 

Hooft, gives him a particularly hard time. If he can convince Mr. Hooft that he's a decent person, not a 

criminal, maybe he'll be able to convince himself. 

 

Acclaimed author Walter Dean Myers offers an honest story about finding a way to make it without 

getting lost in the shuffle. 

 If you liked the book club book A Time to Kill by John Grisham,     

 you might want to try… 

     The Firm by John Grisham 

Mitch McDeere, a Harvard Law graduate, becomes suspicious of his Memphis tax firm when mysterious 

deaths, obsessive office security, and the Chicago mob figure into its operations. 

     The Runaway Jury by John Grisham 

Every jury has a leader, and the verdict belongs to him. In Biloxi, Mississippi, a landmark tobacco trial 

with hundreds of millions of dollars at stake begins routinely, then swerves mysteriously off course.  

 

The jury is behaving strangely, and at least one juror is convinced he's being watched. Soon they have to 

be sequestered. Then a tip from an anonymous young woman suggests she is able to predict the jurors' 

increasingly odd behavior.  

 

Is the jury somehow being manipulated, or even controlled? If so, by whom? And, more importantly, 

why? 

If you liked the book club book The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore, 

you might want to try… 

     This Way Home by Wes Moore 

Elijah Thomas knows one thing better than anyone around him: basketball. At seventeen, he’s earned 

the reputation of a top-level player, one who steps onto the court ready for battle, whether it’s a 

neighborhood pickup game or a tournament championship. 

 

What Elijah loves most about the game is its predictability: if he and his two best friends play hard and 



follow the rules, their team will win. And this formula has held true all way up to the summer before 

their senior year of high school, when a sinister street gang, Blood Street Nation, wants them to wear 

the Nation’s colors in the next big tournament. 

 

The boys gather their courage and take a stand against the gang, but at a terrible cost. Now Elijah must 

struggle to balance hope and fear, revenge and forgiveness, to save his neighborhood. For help, he turns 

to the most unlikely of friends: Banks, a gruff ex-military man, and his beautiful and ambitious daughter. 

Together, the three work on a plan to destroy Blood Street and rebuild the community they all call 

home. 

 

This Way Home is a story about reclamation. It’s about taking a stand for what matters most, and the 

discovery that, in the end, hope, love, and courage are our most powerful weapons. 

     The Glass Castle: A Memoir by Jeannette Walls 

The Glass Castle is a remarkable memoir of resilience and redemption, and a revelatory look into a 

family at once deeply dysfunctional and uniquely vibrant. When sober, Jeannette’s brilliant and 

charismatic father captured his children’s imagination, teaching them physics, geology, and how to 

embrace life fearlessly. But when he drank, he was dishonest and destructive. Her mother was a free 

spirit who abhorred the idea of domesticity and didn’t want the responsibility of raising a family. 

 

The Walls children learned to take care of themselves. They fed, clothed, and protected one another, 

and eventually found their way to New York. Their parents followed them, choosing to be homeless 

even as their children prospered. 

 

The Glass Castle is truly astonishing—a memoir permeated by the intense love of a peculiar but loyal 

family. 

If you liked the book club book The Wave by Todd Strasser, 

you might want to try… 

     Boot Camp by Todd Strasser  

In the middle of the night Garrett is taken from his home to Harmony Lake, a boot camp for troubled 

teens. Maybe some kids deserve to be sent there, but Garrett knows he doesn't. Subjected to brutal 

physical and psychological abuse, he tries to fight back, but the battle is futile. He won't be allowed to 

leave until he's admitted his "mistakes" and conformed to Harmony Lake's standards of behavior. And 

there's no way to fake it. Beaten, humiliated, and stripped of his pride, Garrett's spirit is slowly ebbing 

away. Then he hears whispers of an escape plot. It's incredibly risky - if he's caught, the consequences 

will be unthinkable - but it may be his only way out. 

In this tense, riveting novel, award-winning young adult author Todd Strasser reveals what really goes 

on in highly secretive - and notoriously dangerous - boot camps, a stealth prison system where any 

teenager under the age of eighteen can be imprisoned at his parents' whim. 

 



     Fallout by Todd Strasser 

In the summer of 1962, the possibility of nuclear war is all anyone talks about. But Scott’s dad is the only 

one in the neighborhood who actually prepares for the worst. As the neighbors scoff, he builds a bomb 

shelter to hold his family and stocks it with just enough supplies to keep the four of them alive for two 

critical weeks. In the middle of the night in late October, when the unthinkable happens, those same 

neighbors force their way into the shelter before Scott’s dad can shut the door. With not enough room, 

not enough food, and not enough air, life inside the shelter is filthy, physically draining, and emotionally 

fraught. But even worse is the question of what will -- and won’t -- remain when the door is opened 

again. Internationally best-selling author Todd Strasser has written his most impressive and personal 

novel to date, ruthlessly yet sensitively exploring the terrifying what-ifs of one of the most explosive 

moments in human history. 

 If you liked the book club book Girl Code by Andrea Gonzalez, 

you might want to try… 

     Popular: Vintage Wisdom for a Modern Geek by Maya Van Wagenen 

Stuck at the bottom of the social ladder at pretty much the lowest level of people at school who aren’t 

paid to be here,” Maya Van Wagenen decided to begin a unique social experiment: spend the school 

year following a 1950s popularity guide, written by former teen model Betty Cornell. Can curlers, girdles, 

Vaseline, and a strand of pearls help Maya on her quest to be popular?  

 

The real-life results are painful, funny, and include a wonderful and unexpected surprise—meeting and 

befriending Betty Cornell herself. Told with humor and grace, Maya’s journey offers readers of all ages a 

thoroughly contemporary example of kindness and self-confidence. 

     The Gutsy Girl: Escapades for Your Life of Epic Adventure by Caroline Paul 

Why should girls miss out on the joy of adventure? They can jump off rocks, swing on ropes, and climb 

trees just as well as boys can. But girls often allow fear to stand in their way. 

 

In The Gutsy Girl, author Caroline Paul emboldens girls to seek out a life of exhilaration. Once a young 

scaredy-cat herself, Caroline decided that fear got in the way of the life she wanted--of excitement, 

confidence, self-reliance, friendship, and fun. She has since flown planes, rafted big rivers, climbed tall 

mountains, and fought fires as one of the first female firefighters in San Francisco. In The Gutsy Girl, she 

shares her greatest escapades as well as those of other girls and women from throughout history, and 

offers engaging activities such as confidence-building stances, creating a compass, positive self-talk, and 

using crickets to estimate outside temperatures. Each section includes a place for girls to “journal” their 

adventures, thus encouraging a new generation to develop a zest for challenges and a healthy 

relationship to risk. The Gutsy Girl is Lean In for young girls, a book about the glorious things that 

happen when you unshackle from fear and open up to exhilaration. Fully illustrated and enlivened 

throughout by bestselling illustrator Wendy MacNaughton's whimsical pen-and-ink drawings 

 



If you liked the book club book This is Not the End by Chandler Baker, 

you might want to try… 

     Alive by Chandler Baker 

Stella Cross's heart is poisoned. 

 

After years on the transplant waiting list, she's running out of hope that she'll ever see her eighteenth 

birthday. Then, miraculously, Stella receives the transplant she needs to survive. 

Determined to embrace everything she came so close to losing, Stella throws herself into her new life. 

But her recovery is marred by strange side effects: Nightmares. Hallucinations. A recurring pain that 

flares every day at the exact same moment. Then Stella meets Levi Zin, the new boy on everyone's radar 

at her Seattle prep school. Stella has never felt more drawn to anyone in her life, and soon she and Levi 

are inseparable.  

Stella is convinced that Levi is her soul mate. Why else would she literally ache for him when they are 

apart? 

After all, the heart never lies...does it? 

    Unwind by Neal Shusterman  

The Second Civil War was fought over reproductive rights. The chilling resolution: Life is inviolable from 

the moment of conception until age thirteen. Between the ages of thirteen and eighteen, however, 

parents can have their child "unwound," whereby all of the child's organs are transplanted into different 

donors, so life doesn't technically end. Connor is too difficult for his parents to control. Risa, a ward of 

the state, is not enough to be kept alive. And Lev is a tithe, a child conceived and raised to be unwound. 

Together, they may have a chance to escape and to survive. 

If you liked the book club book Uglies by Scott Westerfield, 

you might want to try… 

     Pretties by Scott Westerfield 

Tally has finally become pretty. Now her looks are beyond perfect, her clothes are awesome, her 

boyfriend is totally hot, and she's completely popular. It's everything she's ever wanted. 

 

But beneath all the fun the nonstop parties, the high-tech luxury, the total freedom - is a nagging sense 

that something's wrong. Something important. Then a message from Tally's ugly past arrives. Reading it, 

Tally remembers what's wrong with pretty life, and the fun stops cold. 

 

Now she has to choose between fighting to forget what she knows and fighting for her life - because the 

authorities don't intend to let anyone with this information survive. 

 



     The Secret Hour by Scott Westerfield 

Strange things happen at midnight in the town of Bixby, Oklahoma. Time freezes. Nobody moves except 

dark creatures that haunt the shadows and the few people who are free to move at midnight, 

Midnighters. Their different powers strongest at midnight are: Seer, Mindcaster, Acrobat, Polymath. All 

changes when Jessica Day comes to Bixby High with a hidden power. 

If you liked the book club book Behind Rebel Lines by Seymour Reit, 

you might want to try… 

      In Disguise!: Undercover with Real Women Spies by Ryan Ann Hunter 

Spanning more than 300 years and numerous countries, In Disguise! details the lives of some of history’s 

most daring women, all of whom risked their lives to stand up for their beliefs. Originally published a 

decade ago, this fully updated and expanded edition of In Disguise! profiles twenty-eight daring 

international secret agents, from Harriet Tubman, who freed hundreds of slaves during the Civil War, to 

Eva Wu, who hid secret messages in her hair to aid the Chinese Revolution, to the modern-day exploits 

of former CIA agent Valerie Plame. With riveting narratives, fun quizzes to determine if you have what it 

takes to go undercover, secret-agent trivia, and short spotlight bios, In Disguise! is sure to engage and 

inspire. 

     A Light in the Story: the Civil War Diary of Amelia Martin by Karen Hesse      

Thursday, February 28, 1861 

P. Cloudy. Wind N.W. Fresh 

Mr. Lincoln has arrived at last in Washington.... 

In one week, he inherits the trouble of this great, unhappy country. In one week, the responsibility will 

be his-whether we come together again a Union, or fall entirely to pieces. And here we sit, in Delaware, 

on the border between North and South, half the state hauling slaves, half the state opposed to the 

practice.... 

 

It is hard enough to hold a family together. Poor Mr. Lincoln. It is in his hands to hold a whole country 

together.... My hands are calloused and strong from rowing and working the ropes, from lifting and 

carrying barrels of oil and scrubbing stone floors and spiral stairs, but I do not know if they are strong 

enough to hold Mother and Father together. 

 

Mr. Lincoln's hands... they must be a thousand times stronger than mine. Please God, give Mr. Lincoln 

strong hands. 

If you liked the book club book The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli, 

you might want to try… 

 



     The Discourses by Niccolo Machiavelli 

Few figures in intellectual history have proved as notorious and ambiguous as Niccolo Machiavelli. But 

while his treatise The Prince made his name synonymous with autocratic ruthlessness and cynical 

manipulation, The Discourses (c.1517) shows a radically different outlook on the world of politics. 

 

In this carefully argued commentary on Livy's history of republican Rome, Machiavelli proposed a 

system of government that would uphold civic freedom and security by instilling the virtues of active 

citizenship, and that would also encourage citizens to put the needs of the state above selfish, personal 

interests.  

 

Ambitious in scope, but also clear-eyed and pragmatic, The Discourses creates a modern theory of 

republic politics. Leslie J. Walker's definitive translation has been revised by Brian Richardson and is 

accompanied by an introduction by Bernard Crick, which illuminates Machiavelli's historical context and 

his new theories of politics. This edition also includes suggestions for further reading and notes. 

     The Art of War by Niccolo Machiavelli 

Voltaire said, "Machiavelli taught Europe the art of war; it had long been practiced, without being 

known." For Niccolò Machiavelli (1469-1527), war was war, and victory the supreme aim to which all 

other considerations must be subordinated. The Art of War is far from an anachronism—its pages 

outline fundamental questions that theorists of war continue to examine today, making it essential 

reading for any student of military history, strategy, or theory. Machiavelli believed The Art of War to be 

his most important work. 

If you liked the book club book Night Hoops by Cark Deuker, 

you might want to try… 

     Heart of a Champion by Carl Deuker 

Jimmy Winter is a born star on the baseball field, and Seth Barnam can only dream of being as talented. 

Still, the two baseball fanatics have the kind of friendship that should last forever. But when Seth 

experiences an unthinkable loss, he's forced to find his own personal strength - on and off the field.  

 

     On the Devil’s Court by Carl Deuker 

What would you give to be your school's superstar? After reading Dr. Faustus, Joe considers the merits 

of selling his soul to the devil. Suddenly, he finds himself changing from a lousy basketball player and a C 

student to the star athlete he always dreamed he could be. Even though he isn't sure if he actually made 

a deal with the devil, he can't help but enjoy the benefits that come with his newfound abilities. But is 

achieving his dreams worth what he may have given up? 

 

In this coming of age sports novel, Joe learns the power of belief and that the only goals worth attaining 

are the ones that you earn - on your own. 

 



2019 EHS Summer Reading Options 

Incoming Grade 12 

If you liked the book club book Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes 

you might want to try… 

     The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky 

Read the cult-favorite coming of age story that takes a sometimes heartbreaking, often hysterical, and 

always honest look at high school in all its glory. Also a major motion picture starring Logan Lerman and 

Emma Watson, The Perks of Being a Wallflower is a funny, touching, and haunting modern classic. 

 

The critically acclaimed debut novel from Stephen Chbosky, Perks follows observant “wallflower” Charlie 

as he charts a course through the strange world between adolescence and adulthood. First dates, family 

drama, and new friends. Sex, drugs, and The Rocky Horror Picture Show. Devastating loss, young love, 

and life on the fringes. Caught between trying to live his life and trying to run from it, Charlie must learn 

to navigate those wild and poignant roller-coaster days known as growing up. 

      A Beautiful Mind by Sylvia Nasar 

Stories of famously eccentric Princetonians abound--such as that of chemist Hubert Alyea, the model for 

The Absent-Minded Professor, or Ralph Nader, said to have had his own key to the library as an 

undergraduate. Or the "Phantom of Fine Hall," a figure many students had seen shuffling around the 

corridors of the math and physics building wearing purple sneakers and writing numerology treatises on the 

blackboards. The Phantom was John Nash, one of the most brilliant mathematicians of his generation, who 

had spiraled into schizophrenia in the 1950s. His most important work had been in game theory, which by the 

1980s was underpinning a large part of economics. When the Nobel Prize committee began debating a prize 

for game theory, Nash's name inevitably came up--only to be dismissed, since the prize clearly could not go 

to a madman. But in 1994 Nash, in remission from schizophrenia, shared the Nobel Prize in economics for 

work done some 45 years previously. 

Economist and journalist Sylvia Nasar has written a biography of Nash that looks at all sides of his life. She 

gives an intelligent, understandable exposition of his mathematical ideas and a picture of schizophrenia that 

is evocative but decidedly unromantic. Her story of the machinations behind Nash's Nobel is fascinating and 

one of very few such accounts available in print (the CIA could learn a thing or two from the Nobel 

committees). 

If you liked the book club book Witness by Karen Hesse, 

you might want to try… 

 

 



     Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse 

When Billie Jo is just fourteen she must endure heart-wrenching ordeals that no child should have to 

face. The quiet strength she displays while dealing with unspeakable loss is as surprising as it is inspiring. 

Written in free verse, this award-winning story is set in the heart of the Great Depression. It chronicles 

Oklahoma's staggering dust storms, and the environmental--and emotional--turmoil they leave in their 

path. An unforgettable tribute to hope and inner strength. 

       Phoenix Rising by Karen Hesse 

Nyle's life with her grandmother on their Vermont sheep farm advances rhythmically through the 

seasons until the night of the accident at the Cookshire nuclear power plant. Without warning, Nyle's 

modest world fills with protective masks, evacuations, contaminated food, disruptions, and mistrust. 

Nyle adjusts to the changes. As long as the fallout continues blowing to the East, Nyle, Gran, and the 

farm can go on. But into this uncertain haven stumble Ezra Trent and his mother, "refugees" from the 

heart of the accident, who take temporary shelter in the back bedroom of Nyle's house. The back 

bedroom is the dying room: It took her mother when Nyle was six; it stole away her grandfather just two 

years ago. Now Ezra is back there and Nyle doesn't want to open her heart to him. Too many times she's 

let people in, only to have them desert her. Karen Hesse's voice and vision are grounded in truth; she 

takes on a nearly unharnessable subject, contains it, and makes it resonate with honesty. Part love story, 

part coming of age, this is a tour de force by a gifted writer. 

If you liked the book club book Perfect Escape by Jennifer Brown, 

you might want to try… 

     Hate List by Jennifer Brown 

Five months ago, Valerie Leftman's boyfriend, Nick, opened fire on their school cafeteria. Shot trying to 

stop him, Valerie inadvertently saved the life of a classmate, but was implicated in the shootings 

because of the list she helped create. A list of people and things she and Nick hated. The list he used to 

pick his targets. 

 

Now, after a summer of seclusion, Val is forced to confront her guilt as she returns to school to 

complete her senior year. Haunted by the memory of the boyfriend she still loves and navigating rocky 

relationships with her family, former friends and the girl whose life she saved, Val must come to grips 

with the tragedy that took place and her role in it, in order to make amends and move on with her life. 

     Torn Away by Jennifer Brown 

Jersey Cameron has always loved a good storm. Watching the clouds roll in and the wind pick up. 

Smelling the electricity in the air. Dancing barefoot in the rain. She lives in the Midwest, after all, where 

the weather is sure to keep you guessing. Jersey knows what to do when the tornado sirens sound. But 

she never could have prepared for this. When her town is devastated by a tornado, Jersey loses 

everything. As she struggles to overcome her grief, she's sent to live with relatives she hardly knows-

family who might as well be strangers. In an unfamiliar place, can Jersey discover that even on the 



darkest of days, there are some things no tornado can destroy? 

In this powerful and poignant novel, acclaimed author Jennifer Brown delivers a story of love, loss, hope, 

and survival. 

If you liked the book club book Paper Towns by John Green, 

you might want to try… 

    Looking for Alaska by John Green 

Before. Miles “Pudge” Halter is done with his safe life at home. His whole life has been one big non-

event, and his obsession with famous last words has only made him crave “the Great Perhaps” even 

more (Francois Rabelais, poet). He heads off to the sometimes crazy and anything-but-boring world of 

Culver Creek Boarding School, and his life becomes the opposite of safe. Because down the hall is Alaska 

Young. The gorgeous, clever, funny, sexy, self-destructive, screwed up, and utterly fascinating Alaska 

Young. She is an event unto herself. She pulls Pudge into her world, launches him into the Great 

Perhaps, and steals his heart. Then. . .  

After. Nothing is ever the same. 

     An Abundance of Katherines by John Green 

Katherine V thought boys were gross 

Katherine X just wanted to be friends 

Katherine XVIII dumped him in an e-mail 

K-19 broke his heart 

 

When it comes to relationships, Colin Singleton's type happens to be girls named Katherine. And when it 

comes to girls named Katherine, Colin is always getting dumped. Nineteen times, to be exact. 

 

On a road trip miles from home, this anagram-happy, washed-up child prodigy has ten thousand dollars 

in his pocket, a bloodthirsty feral hog on his trail, and an overweight, Judge Judy-loving best friend riding 

shotgun - but no Katherines. Colin is on a mission to prove The Theorem of Underlying Katherine 

Predictability, which he hopes will predict the future of any relationship, avenge Dumpees everywhere, 

and finally win him the girl. 

 

Love, friendship, and a dead Austro-Hungarian archduke add up to surprising and heart-changing 

conclusions in this ingeniously layered comic novel about reinventing oneself. 

If you liked the book club book The Blue Tattoo: The Life of Olive 

Oatman by Margot Mifflin, 

you might want to try… 

 

 



     The Captured: A True Story of Abduction by Indians on the Texas Frontier by Scott Zesch 

On New Year's Day in 1870, ten-year-old Adolph Korn was kidnapped by an Apache raiding party. Traded 

to Comaches, he thrived in the rough, nomadic existence, quickly becoming one of the tribe's fiercest 

warriors. Forcibly returned to his parents after three years, Korn never adjusted to life in white society. 

He spent his last years in a cave, all but forgotten by his family. That is, until Scott Zesch stumbled over 

his own great-great-great uncle's grave. Determined to understand how such a "good boy" could have 

become Indianized so completely, Zesch travels across the west, digging through archives, speaking with 

Comanche elders, and tracking eight other child captives from the region with hauntingly similar 

experiences. With a historians rigor and a novelists eye, Zesch paints a vivid portrait of life on the Texas 

frontier, offering a rare account of captivity. 

     The Captivity of the Oatman Girls among the Apache and Mohave Indians (Native American) by 

Lorenzo And Olive Oatman 

In 1851, nine members of the Oatman family — on their way by covered wagon to California — were 

savagely attacked by Apache Indians near Fort Yuma, Arizona. Two girls in the family, Olive Ann, 14, and 

Mary Ann, 8, were taken captive by their attackers. An older brother, Lorenzo, 15, was left for dead but 

managed, though gravely wounded, to make his way back to civilization. The rest of the family had been 

brutally massacred. 

The story of the Oatman girls — their despairing life in captivity, the tragic death of little Mary Ann from 

shock, poor food, and severe conditions a year after their capture, and their brother's five-year search 

for them — is vividly described in this riveting true-life story. 

If you liked the book club book Jake, Reinvented by Gordon Korman, 

you might want to try… 

     Restart by Gordon Korman 

Chase's memory just went out the window.  

 

Chase doesn't remember falling off the roof. He doesn't remember hitting his head. He doesn't, in fact, 

remember anything. He wakes up in a hospital room and suddenly has to learn his whole life all over 

again . . . starting with his own name.  

He knows he's Chase. But who is Chase? When he gets back to school, he sees that different kids have 

very different reactions to his return.  

Some kids treat him like a hero. Some kids are clearly afraid of him.  

One girl in particular is so angry with him that she pours her frozen yogurt on his head the first chance 

she gets.  

Pretty soon, it's not only a question of who Chase is--it's a question of who he was . . . and who he's 

going to be.  

From the #1 bestselling author of Swindle and Slacker, Restart is the spectacular story of a kid with a 

messy past who has to figure out what it means to get a clean start. 



     Whatshisface by Gordon Korman 

Cooper Vega's family moves so often that he's practically invisible at any school he attends. Now they've 

relocated to the town of Stratford - where nobody even makes an effort to learn Cooper's name. To 

them, he's just . . . whatshisface. 

Cooper's parents feel bad about moving him around so much, so they get him a fancy new phone. 

Almost immediately, it starts to malfunction. First there's a buzzing. Then there's a weird glare on the 

screen. Then that glare starts to take on the form of . . . a person?  

It's not just any person trapped inside Cooper's phone. It's a boy named Roderick, who says he lived in 

the time of William Shakespeare - and had a very tangled history with the famous playwright. Cooper 

thinks his phone has gone haywire, but there's nothing he can do to get rid of Roderick.  

Then, even stranger, Roderick starts helping him. Even though his 17th-century advice isn't always the 

best for a 21st century middle school. 

If you liked the book club book The Education of Margot Sanchez 

by Lilliam Rivera, 

you might want to try… 

     Dealing in Dreams by Lilliam Rivera 

The Outsiders meets Mad Max: Fury Road in this fast-paced dystopian novel about sisterhood and the 

cruel choices people are forced to make in order to survive. 

At night, Las Mal Criadas own these streets. 

Sixteen-year-old Nalah leads the fiercest all-girl crew in Mega City. That role brings with it violent 

throwdowns and access to the hottest boydega clubs, but Nalah quickly grows weary of her 

questionable lifestyle. Her dream is to get off the streets and make a home in the exclusive Mega 

Towers, in which only a chosen few get to live. To make it to the Mega Towers, Nalah must prove her 

loyalty to the city's benevolent founder and cross the border in a search of the mysterious gang the Ashé 

Ryders. Led by a reluctant guide, Nalah battles crews and her own doubts but the closer she gets to her 

goal the more she loses sight of everything - and everyone - she cares about. 

Nalah must choose whether or not she's willing to do the unspeakable to get what she wants. Can she 

discover that home is not where you live but whom you chose to protect before she loses the family 

she's created for good? 

     Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo 

Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body grew 

into curves, she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. 

But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of 

a leather notebook, reciting the words to herself like prayers—especially after she catches feelings for a 

boy in her bio class named Aman, who her family can never know about. 



With Mami’s determination to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church, Xiomara understands 

that her thoughts are best kept to herself. So when she is invited to join her school’s slam poetry club, 

she doesn’t know how she could ever attend without her mami finding out. But she still can’t stop 

thinking about performing her poems. 

Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be silent. 

If you liked the book club book Freakonomics by Stephen J. Dubner and 

Steven Levitt, 

you might want to try… 

     Think Like a Freak by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner 

Levitt and Dubner offer a blueprint for an entirely new way to solve problems, whether your interest lies 

in minor lifehacks or major global reforms. As always, no topic is off-limits. They range from business to 

philanthropy to sports to politics, all with the goal of retraining your brain. Along the way, you’ll learn 

the secrets of a Japanese hot-dog-eating champion, the reason an Australian doctor swallowed a batch 

of dangerous bacteria, and why Nigerian e-mail scammers make a point of saying they’re from Nigeria. 

 

Some of the steps toward thinking like a Freak: 

First, put away your moral compass—because it’s hard to see a problem clearly if you’ve already 

decided what to do about it. 

Learn to say “I don’t know”—for until you can admit what you don’t yet know, it’s virtually impossible to 

learn what you need to. 

Think like a child—because you’ll come up with better ideas and ask better questions. 

Take a master class in incentives—because for better or worse, incentives rule our world. 

Learn to persuade people who don’t want to be persuaded—because being right is rarely enough to 

carry the day. 

Learn to appreciate the upside of quitting—because you can’t solve tomorrow’s problem if you aren’t 

willing to abandon today’s dud. 

Levitt and Dubner plainly see the world like no one else. Now you can too. Never before have such 

iconoclastic thinkers been so revealing—and so much fun to read. 

     Super Freakonomics by Stephen J. Dubner and Steven Levitt 

Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner return with more iconoclastic insights and observations in 

SuperFreakonomics—the long awaited follow-up to their New York Times Notable blockbuster. Based on 

revolutionary research and original studies SuperFreakonomics promises to once again challenge our 

view of the way the world really works. 

 



If you liked the book club book Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas by 

Hunter S. Thompson, 

you might want to try… 

     The Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test by Tom Wolfe 

Tom Wolfe's The Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test ushered in an era of New Journalism, "An American classic" 

(Newsweek) that defined a generation. "An astonishing book" (The New York Times Book Review) and an 

unflinching portrait of Ken Kesey, his Merry Pranksters, LSD, and the 1960s. 

     On the Road by Jack Kerouac 

Inspired by Jack Kerouac's adventures with Neal Cassady, On the Road tells the story of two friends 

whose cross-country road trips are a quest for meaning and true experience. Written with a mixture of 

sad-eyed naiveté and wild ambition and imbued with Kerouac's love of America, his compassion for 

humanity, and his sense of language as jazz, On the Road is the quintessential American vision of 

freedom and hope, a book that changed American literature and changed anyone who has ever picked it 

up.    

If you liked the book club book Jazz by Toni Morrison, 

you might want to try… 

     The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison 

The Bluest Eye is Toni Morrison's first novel, a book heralded for its richness of language and boldness of 

vision. Set in the author's girlhood hometown of Lorain, Ohio, it tells the story of black, eleven-year-old 

Pecola Breedlove. Pecola prays for her eyes to turn blue so that she will be as beautiful and beloved as 

all the blond, blue-eyed children in America. In the autumn of 1941, the year the marigolds in the 

Breedloves' garden do not bloom. Pecola's life does change- in painful, devastating ways. 

What its vivid evocation of the fear and loneliness at the heart of a child's yearning, and the tragedy of 

its fulfillment. The Bluest Eye remains one of Tony Morrisons's most powerful, unforgettable novels- and 

a significant work of American fiction. 

     Sula by Toni Morrison 

This rich and moving novel traces the lives of two black heroines from their close-knit childhood in a 

small Ohio town, through their sharply divergent paths of womanhood, to their ultimate confrontation 

and reconciliation. 

 

Nel Wright has chosen to stay in the place where she was born, to marry, raise a family, and become a 

pillar of the black community. Sula Peace has rejected the life Nel has embraced, escaping to college, 

and submerging herself in city life. When she returns to her roots, it is as a rebel and a wanton 

seductress. Eventually, both women must face the consequences of their choices. Together, they create 

an unforgettable portrait of what it means and costs to be a black woman in America. 


